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Mayor’s Cabinet Meeting Highlights 

Tuesday May 21, 2014 

 

Below are highlights from the May 21, 2014 Mayor’s Cabinet meeting, a monthly 

meeting with the mayor and City commission chairs or their representatives.  Please 

note that this meeting is intended to exchange information on commission activities; no 

official actions are taken.  

 

 

REPORTS FROM COMMISSIONERS 

 

Architectural Commission – Chair James Blakeley 

A commission is considering 15 projects. Many commercial building owners are 

requesting roof-top entertainment areas; the commission is concerned about the effect 

of “uplighting” at night. The commission is looking at changing the signage in the east 

side of Beverly Hills so that it looks like the signage in the rest of the City.   

 

Charitable Solicitations Commission – Commissioner Alissa Roston 

The commission would like to evaluate the overall health of the charitable organization, 

not just a discrete fundraising event and is starting to ask for additional reports. They 

hope that the City Council will agree to change the commission’s area of responsibility 

to include reviewing the charities’ entire record when granting permits. The commission 

has invited a number of organizations that do not meet the City’s fundraising 

requirement to meetings, and has learned that, in some cases, they are not 501c3 

charities, which have different requirements.  

 

Cultural Heritage Commission – Chair Richard Waldow  

The commission’s next regular meeting is July 9. They will be taking a final vote on 

historic designation for the Fine Arts Theater, the Writers and Artists Building, and two 

banks with mosaics by Millard Sheets. Several other properties are coming up for 

consideration, including 1220 Benedict Canyon and 607 Sierra Drive, which were 

initiated by the owners, the City’s independence monument and the California Bank 

building. A special meeting may be held prior to July to consider the home at 805 N. 

Linden. The commission has had a lot of inquiries about possible historic designation 

status for the Kate Mantilini building, as it was designed by a famous architect. 
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Design Review Commission – Vice Chair John Wyka 

There has been an increase in applications. The subcommittee had an in-depth 

discussion of bulk and mass. Since building area cannot be reduced, the R-1 

subcommittee is considering other ways to regulate bulk and mass such as 

adjustments, setbacks and modulation. Currently, basements are not counted toward 

maximum area, but the subcommittee is contemplating counting basement area unless 

it contains parking. This would be an incentive to remove car parking from the front 

yard.   The DRC seriously doubts this incentive will work unless restrictions are placed 

on multiple curb cuts and allowable front yard paved area as part of the incentive. The 

area north of Santa Monica and south of Sunset is unique and over the past 20 years, 

some of the essential qualities of the area have changed due to the proliferation of 

fences and circular drives. The City was designed to be a park-like environment and the 

goal should be to keep the original design intent.  

 

 

Fine Art Commission – Chair Sandy Pressman 

The commission has been documenting all developer-selected art in the city with 

verification of location, maintenance and signage and creating a document that can be 

easily updated. The commission is investigating City art that is not in place and will 

make a report at a later date with recommended actions to be taken to satisfy the Fine 

Art Ordinance. Another subcommittee is looking at the fencing of the Kusama sculpture, 

has reported and has taken the next step, which is to hire a professional designer, sift 

through all the information from the Fine Art and Recreation and Parks commissions 

and the City Council to present a design for consideration. The commission is in the 

final stages of contract negotiations with the Zwirner Gallery concerning “Io” by Carol 

Bové. They are looking to present the contract to City Council at the June meeting.  

 

Health and Safety Commission – Commissioner Myra Lurie 

The CERT program graduated 30 people from a 20-hour program that covered skills in 

handling different scenarios, including active shooter, search and rescue, medical first 

aid, etc. There will be a training program for businesses in the fall. The commission has 

been active in promoting new policies for tobacco and e-cigarette use, which go into 

effect June 1.  E-cigarettes are now outlawed everywhere tobacco is prohibited. Further 

restrictions for tobacco use also go into effect June 1, such as in service lines. Public 

outreach is in process to educate the business community; the commission is working 

with the CVB and the Chamber.  The commission is recommending topics for the Lunch 

and Learn program: heart disease in women, mindfulness & meditation and nutrition & 

exercise. Safety messages are being distributed on cards, such as “Drop, Cover and 

Hold” and “Don’t Text and Drive.” 
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Human Relations Commission – Chair Rochelle Ginsberg 

Four new commissioners attended their first commission meeting.  The Civil Sidewalks, 

Civil City program is underway. The banners and stickers are being redesigned. The 

“One Book, One City” program has selected “The Boys in the Boat,” by Daniel James 

Brown, a story of the U.S. rowing team during the 1936 Olympics. The author will speak 

at an event on October 12. The City has purchased more than 400 books for high 

school students and teachers. They will encourage residents of all ages to read the 

book and hope to start a dialogue on the many positive messages from the book.  

 

Planning Commission – Vice Chair Howard Fisher 

The area south of Santa Monica has small lots and the homes are not designed to 

handle the number of cars that many families now own. The commission would like to 

see parking requirements tied to square footage, rather than number of bedrooms. 

Development in the hillside continues to be a challenge. One resident wants to gain 

additional square footage by terracing the lot, which can be very unattractive. The 

commission would like to see all City staff empowered to report issues such as graffiti 

as they work throughout the City. 

 

 

Public Works Commission – Chair Barry Pressman 

The City Council approved two initiatives: a 2% water rate increase for one year, and a 

Water Master Plan proposal. The Council also approved $5 million in potential funding 

for projects that come out of the Water Master Plan. The Master Plan will look at new 

sources of water, water rights, reservoirs, a desalination plant and reuse of water in 

order to meet the overall goal of water independence. The commission will be teaching 

the community about conservation; however, if water use declines too much, rates will 

have to be raised, which will require outreach to the community. Residents are being 

told that an electrical shut off will occur; residents prepare and the shutoff does not 

occur; this happened three times.  The commission invited former mayor Steve Webb 

and the Edison representative to discuss this issue and let them know the City is paying 

attention.   

 

Recreation and Parks Commission – Chair Howard Rosoff 

Little League had a successful mid-year celebration.  Roxbury opens June 8. The 

official ribbon cutting is scheduled for June 8 at 1 p.m. The Roxbury Park Library 

summer reading program begins June 8. June 1 is the start of the Sunday movie night 

at Beverly Canon Gardens. Concerts on Canon start June 5. The Pie Bake and Piesta 

will be held on June 8. The commission liaisons for the dog park pilot program are 

meeting with the nearby synagogues to discuss their concerns. 
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Traffic and Parking Commission – Chair Andy Licht 

The commission is contributing ideas and observations on traffic and parking issues 

around town, primarily parking permits. The biggest issue recently is traffic safety in 

Trousdale. The Commission liaison committee met recently and talked about potential 

solutions. An engineering consulting company has been hired to recommend solutions.  

The commission is waiting to get some direction on Santa Monica Boulevard project.      
 

MAYOR’S REPORT 

 

On May 6, the City Council unanimously passed a resolution condemning the 

government of Brunei for laws that impose extremely harsh penalties, including death 

by stoning for homosexuality and adultery.  The resolution does not call for a boycott of 

the Beverly Hills Hotel. Each individual and group should make their own decision about 

boycotting. The Los Angeles City Council recently passed a similar resolution  

 

Traffic safety in Trousdale is the City Council’s number one priority. The City Council 

asked staff to come up with a plan that would reduce the risk of serious construction 

vehicle accidents to zero. The heavy haul moratorium will be in place until a safety plan 

is approved and implemented. The City will be getting recommendations from the Traffic 

Engineering firm Fehr & Peers by May 30, which will assist us in implementing the 

safety plan.  
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